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1. Knowing God as our Father

« Jesus did not come just to bring us to
saven but He came to reconcile us
ck with God.

ristianity is a relationship with Go

_» Jesus came also to reveal that God is
< our loving Father.




1. Knowing God as our Father

 The Israelites revered God so much
‘ His holiness that it was forbidden

* The Israelites actually preferred not
to get too close to God because they
were fearful.

&
 They do not relate to Him as a father.
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1. Knowing God as our Father

a) Our Father Extends Unmerited
ove to His Children
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1. Knowing God as our Father

a) Our Father Extends Unmerited Love to His Children

/e have done nothing to qualify us
be the children of God.
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‘1 ‘We all fade as a Ieaf And our iniquities, , :
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1. Knowing God as our Father

a) Our Father Extends Unmerited Love to His Children

Ve have to rely on the righteousness
at comes from faith in Jesus.
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1. Knowing God as our Father

a) Our Father Extends Unmerited Love to His Children

Ne are all undeserving but the
ather’s love for His children is
merited.




1. Knowing God as our Father

b) Our Father’s Desires Intimate
Relationship with His Children




‘ ‘T'hls, then, i is how you should' pray
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~us our debts, as we also have forglven our
debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptatlon, :
¥ 'ﬁ* but deliver us from the evilone.’
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1. Knowing God as our Father

b) Our Father’s Desires Intimate Relationship with

is Children
us taught His disciples to
address God as “Our Father” in the
context of His Kingdom.




1. Knowing God as our Father

b) Our Father’s Desires Intimate Relationship with
His Children

us revealed in this prayer that ou
ather is concerned not just with
Kingdom affairs but He cares even
with our personal affairs.




1. Knowing God as our Father

b) Our Father’s Desires Intimate Relationship with
dis Children

ommunication is essential for
Itivating intimacy, and prayer is
the main platform.




L — )

But Jesus often.Mthdrew to

Ionely places and prayed
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1. Knowing God as our Father

c) Our Father Delights in Meeting
r Needs
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: And myaGod will meet: aII your 2N |
needs accordmg to the riches of “:t« v M.
| His glory in Chrlsj: Jesus. |

PHILIPPIANS 4:19 (NIV)



then, though you are eV|I know how
.gto glve good .gifts to your chlldren, how, :
much more will your Father in heaven glve

e L -
5. ‘E’E’QOOCI gifts to those who ask Him! "i\ -
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1. Knowing God as our Father

c) Our Father Delights in Meeting Our Needs

Ve need not fear lack for we have a
her who can provide for us.

hat is an awesome privilege.




1. Knowing God as our Father

c) Our Father Delights in Meeting Our Needs

Our Heavenly Father knows our nheed
d will meet our needs according t
s way, the higher way.




1. Knowing God as our Father

d) Our Father Disciplines the Ones
4e Loves

ough love is difficult to accept in
oday’s world.




1. Knowing God as our Father

d) Our Father Disciplines the Ones He Loves

ebster’'s dictionary defines
scipline as training that corrects,
olds, and perfects the mental
faculties or moral character.

¢ * Discipline is associated with
punishment for the sake of
enforcing obedience.
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1. Knowing God as our Father

d) Our Father Disciplines the Ones He Loves

y would a loving Father discipline,
ish, or inflict pain on His children




addresses you as,gons" “My son, do not
regard Ilghtly the dlsclplme of the Lord
‘«f o n or;& weary when reproved by Hi ﬂ*’

X HEBREWS 12:5-6 (ESV) |
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+6 or the Lord dlsc:|plmes the one He Ioves
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{ nél chastlses every son whom He recelves.”
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HEBREWS 12:5-6 (ESV) g




f’ffFor the d £ the ﬁ'ésh‘al‘e

esires o

;, opposed to each other, to keep yogpfrom,
v domg ‘Hle thmgs you want to do.

&y GALATIANS 5:17 (ESV)
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1. Knowing God as our Father

d) Our Father Disciplines the Ones He Loves

at is a maturing process in our
ationship with God.

He does this even though it may be
painful to us or unpleasant.




. _wrong view of
~Father God




2. Having a wrong view of Father God

hy is it that not everyone is
e joymg an enrlchmg and satlsfymg




2. Having a wrong view of Father God

aving a wrong view of Father God
prevents us from experiencing His /
= lovye.

Many of such wrong understandings <
came from their relationship with
their own father at home.




2. Having a wrong view of Father God

 For people in the older generation,

any of our lived experiences with /
=. our father may be closer to that of a |
_“traditional Asian father”.




2. Having a wrong view of Father God

Some of you may find it more

difficult to receive unmerited love /
= from Father God.

You may find it difficult to enter mto\
an intimate relationship with God.

“ . You may end up relating to Father
God with works and not with grace.




2. Having a wrong view of Father God

or the younger generation, some of
ur lived experience may be closer
that of a father applying more
odern parenting philosophies.

 You may find it easier to relate to
Father God more intimately and to
receive his unmerited love.




2. Having a wrong view of Father God

 Children growing up in such a

relationship with their father may be /
less receptive to Father God’s
_discipline.

 and would be less likely to see
discipline as an aspect of the Father’s ¢
love.




2. Having a wrong view of Father God

 The views we have of our Heavenly
Father may affect our relationship
with Him and may prevent us from
experiencing His love. <

 Our good, good Heavenly Father is
way better than our best fathers.




Modelling After our Heavenly Father

1e church has the best chance of /
building strong families if we can «
come together, encourage one
another, and model after the
Heavenly Father.




Modelling After our Heavenly Father

ave we given unmerited love to our /
children?

D0 they feel that they need to earn <
our love or to live up to our
standards and expectations?




Modelling After our Heavenly Father

there a connection between us and
our children? -




Modelling After our Heavenly Father

ur children’s greatest need is to /
have a godly father who can set a ,
nattern for them and model for them
how to lead a godly life so that they \
can be strong in their faith.




Let us not become weary,m domg good,A
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Modelling After our Heavenly Father

ave realised the need to cultivate
intimate relationship. /

ealised the need to seize <
opportunities to connect.
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