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11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had 
two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he 

divided his property between them. 13 “Not long 
after that, the younger son got together all he had, 
set off for a distant country and there squandered 

his wealth in wild living.

LUKE 15:11-31 (NIV)
The Parable of the Lost Son



14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe 
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in 

need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a 
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the 
pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave 

him anything.

LUKE 15:11-31 (NIV)
The Parable of the Lost Son



17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many 
of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and 

here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go 
back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like 

one of your hired servants.’

LUKE 15:11-31 (NIV)
The Parable of the Lost Son



LUKE 15:11-31 (NIV)

20 So he got up and went to his father. “But while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 

The Parable of the Lost Son



22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring 
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened 
calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

LUKE 15:11-31 (NIV)
The Parable of the Lost Son



25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. 
When he came near the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants 

and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother 
has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed 

the fattened calf because he has him back 
safe and sound.’

LUKE 15:11-31 (NIV)
The Parable of the Lost Son



28 “The older brother became angry and refused to 
go in. So his father went out and pleaded with 

him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these 
years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed 
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young 

goat so I could celebrate with my friends.

LUKE 15:11-31 (NIV)
The Parable of the Lost Son



30 But when this son of yours who has squandered 
your property with prostitutes comes home, 
you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 31 “‘My son,’ 

the father said, ‘you are always with me, 
and everything I have is yours.

LUKE 15:11-31 (NIV)
The Parable of the Lost Son
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a. Important Relationships in our lives

-  T he re  a re  m a ny  re la t io ns hip s  in 
o ur  live s . 

-  K ins hip  is  d e f ine d  a s  a  
re la t io ns hip  re la te d  by  b lo o d . 

-  T he  o the r  re la t io ns hip s  tha t  a re  
us ua lly  m o s t  p re c io us  to  us  a re  
o ur  f r ie nd s hip s . 

1. Remembering 
Important Relationships



b. Relationships are Beneficial but can be 
Painful 

1. Remembering 
Important Relationships



There was a certain man - without a dependant, 
having neither a child nor a brother, yet there was no 

end to all his labor.  Indeed, his eyes were not 
satisfied with riches and he never asked, “For whom do 
I labor and deprive myself of pleasure?”  This too is vanity 
(a wisp of smoke, self-conceit); yes, it is a painful 

effort and an unhappy task.

ECCLESIASTES 4:8-12 
(AMPLIFIED  BIBLE)



9 Two are better than one because they have a more 
satisfying return for their labor; 10 for if [a]either of 

them falls, the one will lift up his companion.  But woe to 
him who is alone when he falls and does not have 

another to lift him up.

ECCLESIASTES 4:8-12 
(AMPLIFIED  BIBLE)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+4&version=AMP#fen-AMP-17392a


11 Again, if two lie down together, then they keep 
warm; but how can one be warm alone? 

12 And though one can overpower him who is alone, two can 
resist him. A cord of three strands

is not quickly broken.

ECCLESIASTES 4:8-12 
(AMPLIFIED  BIBLE)



 F irs t ly, ve rs e  8  q ue s t io ne d  “fo r  
w ho m  d o  w e  la b o ur ”?
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 F irs t ly, ve rs e  8  q ue s t io ne d  “fo r  
w ho m  d o  w e  la b o ur ”?

-  G o o d  re la t io ns hip s  g ive  us  
p urp o s e.
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 S e c o nd ly, ve rs e  10  re m ind s  us  tha t  
w he n w e  fa ll, it  is  g o o d  tha t  w e  have  
“c o m p a nio ns  w ho  w ill lif t  us  up ”. 
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 T hird ly, ve rs e  12  re m ind s  us  tha t  
g o o d  k ins hip s  p ro te c t  us . 

-  B ut  a re  re la t io ns hip s  in o ur  live s  
a lw ay s  g o o d ?  

1. Remembering 
Important Relationships



“One who has unreliable friends soon 
comes to ruin, b ut  the re  is  a  f r ie nd  w ho  s t ic k s  c lo s e r  

tha n a  b ro the r .

PROVERBS 18:24 (NIV)



A  b ro the r  w ro ng e d is  m o re  uny ie ld ing  
tha n a  fo rt if ie d  c ity ; d is p ute s  a re  like  the  

b a rre d  g a te s  o f  a  c ita d e l.

PROVERBS 18:19 (NIV)



- To d ay, w e  a re  re m ind e d  o f  the  joy  o f  
b e a utiful a nd  g o o d  re la t io ns hip s  in 
o ur  live s .
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- W e  c a nno t avo id  d if f ic ult  
re la t io ns hip s  in o ur  live s . 

- B ut w e  c a n c ho o s e  to  re s p o nd  
c o rre c t ly  to  the s e  d if f ic ult  
re la t io ns hip s , a nd  re s to re  the m .

1. Remembering 
Important Relationships



- W e  ne e d  to  f irs t  a c k now le d g e  
the s e  p a ins .

2. Restoring
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- W e  ne e d  to  f irs t  a c k now le d g e  
the s e  p a ins .

- D e a ling  w ith p a in f ro m  
re la t io ns hip s , a nd  re s to r ing  
re la t io ns hip s  s ta rts  w ith us  
a c k now le d g ing  tha t  the s e  
d if f ic ult  re la t io ns hip s  have  b e e n 
p a inful to  us . 

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships
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i) What did the father go through? 
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a) The Victim – Father
i) What did the father go through? 

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

- us e d  a nd  a b us e d  

- T he  fa the r  w o uld  have  g o ne  
thro ug h a  ro lle rc o a s te r  o f  
e m o tio ns  -  hurt , b e tray e d , 
re je c te d , a b a nd o ne d  a nd  
a b us e d .



a) The Victim – Father
ii) The Natural Response

- re la t io ns hip s  c a n ind e e d  
s o m e tim e s  b r ing  us  p a in 
ins te a d  o f  joy

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships



- lo o k  a t  the  re s p o ns e  o f  the  
fa the r  to  g e t  a n id e a  o f  how  
o ur  H e ave nly  F a the r  w o uld  
w a nt us  to  re s p o nd

a) The Victim – Father
ii) The Natural Response
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a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships



LUKE 15:20 (NIV)

20 So he got up and went to his father. “But while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his 

arms around him and kissed him. 



- A s  the  v ic t im , it  w ill b e  e a s ie r  
to  re s p o nd  in a ng e r  a nd  b e ing  
v ind ic t ive  tha n to  re s p o nd  in 
c o m p a s s io n a nd  fo rg ive ne s s .

a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response
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- A s  the  v ic t im , it  w ill b e  e a s ie r  
to  re s p o nd  in a ng e r  a nd  b e ing  
v ind ic t ive  tha n to  re s p o nd  in 
c o m p a s s io n a nd  fo rg ive ne s s .

- H ow  c a n w e  re ly  o n G o d  to  
fo rg ive?

a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response

2. Restoring
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EPHESIANS 4:32 (NIV)

Be kind and compassionate to one another,   
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God

forgave you.



- F irs t ly, w e  m us t  re m e m b e r  
tha t  w e  to o  a re  p e o p le  w ho  
s in a g a ins t  G o d  a nd  a re  
c o ns ta ntly  re c e iv ing  H is  g ra c e  
a nd  fo rg ive ne s s .

a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response
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- S e c o nd ly, und e rs ta nd  tha t  
fo rg ive ne s s  s e ts  us  f re e . 

a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response
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- T hird ly, re m e m b e r  tha t  o nly  
thro ug h o ur  fo rg ive ne s s  tha t  
re s to ra t io n c a n ta ke  p la c e.

a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response
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- T hird ly, re m e m b e r  tha t  o nly  
thro ug h o ur  fo rg ive ne s s  tha t  
re s to ra t io n c a n ta ke  p la c e.

- H ow  w e  w ill us e  this  key  – to  
c o ntinue  to  lo c k  the  
p e rp e tra to r  a nd  o urs e lve s  up?  

a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships



- O r to  us e  the  key  to  unlo c k  
the  p a ins  s o  tha t  re s to ra t io n 
c a n b e g in to  ta ke  p la c e . 

a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships



PROVERBS 17:19 (NLT)

Love prospers when a fault is forgiven, 
but dwelling on it separates close friends. 



LUKE 15:22 (NIV)

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him.  

Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.



- Instead of anger and bitterness, 
we can choose to respond in 
compassion, forgiveness and 
restoration. 

a) The Victim – Father
iii) The Father’s Response

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships



2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
i) What did the Younger Son cause and 

possibly went through?



- S o m e  p e rp e tra to rs  w ill 
c o ntinue  to  think  they  a re  
c o rre c t . If  s o , it  w ill b e  d if f ic ult  
to  re s to re  the s e  re la t io ns hip s . 

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
i) What did the Younger Son cause and 

possibly went through?



- H ow eve r, s o m e  p e rp e tra to rs  
a re  truly  s o rry  fo r  w ha t  they  
d id .

2. Restoring
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through?



- If  a  p e rs o n truly  re c o g niz e s  
tha t  he  w ro ng e d  s o m e o ne, 
no rm a lly  he  w ill fe e l g uilty  o r  
eve n c o nd e m ne d . 
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- If  a  p e rs o n truly  re c o g niz e s  
tha t  he  w ro ng e d  s o m e o ne, 
no rm a lly  he  w ill fe e l g uilty  o r  
eve n c o nd e m ne d . 

- H e  w o uld  fa c e  re je c t io n a nd  
eve n is o la t io n by  o the rs . 

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
i) What did the Younger Son cause and possibly went 

through?



- W he n a  p e rp e tra to r  
re c o g niz e s  his  m is ta ke s , the re  
c a n b e  a  s e a  o f  e m o tio na l 
s trug g le s  tha t  he  w ill 
ex p e r ie nc e  to o . 

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
ii) The Natural Response



- F irs t ly, he  to o k  the  f irs t  s te p  
tow a rd s  the  re s to ra t io n o f  the  
re la t io ns hip .

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
iii) The Younger Son’s Response



18 I will set out and go back to my father 
and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and against you.

LUKE 15:18 (NIV)



- S e c o nd ly, w e  ne e d  to  a d m it  
o ur  m is ta ke s .

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
iii) The Younger Son’s Response



18 I will set out and go back to my father and 
say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you.

LUKE 15:18 (NIV)



- T hird ly, w e  m us t  le a rn to  
a c c e p t the  c o ns e q ue nc e s  o f  
o ur  a c t io ns  a nd  no t  ex p e c t  
a uto m a tic  fo rg ive ne s s  a nd  
re s to ra t io n.

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
iii) The Younger Son’s Response



19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me like one of your hired servants.’

LUKE 15:19 (NIV)



- Fourthly, be prepared to make 
restitution.

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
iii) The Younger Son’s Response



- Fourthly, be prepared to make 
restitution.

- Restitution is the restoration of 
something lost.  It is to 
recompense. 

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
iii) The Younger Son’s Response



- Fifthly, we can only hope for 
mercy and forgiveness, but not 
expect them.

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

b) The Perpetrator – Younger Son
iii) The Younger Son’s Response



c) The Collateral Damage – Older Son
i) What did the Older Son go through? 
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c) The Collateral Damage – Older Son
ii) The Father’s Response to the 

Older Son

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships



31 “‘My son, ’the father said, ‘you are always with me, 
and everything I have is yours.  3 2 B ut  w e  ha d  to  
c e le b ra te  a nd  b e  g la d , b e c a us e  this  b ro the r  o f  

y o urs  w a s  d e a d  a nd  is  a live  a g a in; 
he  w a s  lo s t  a nd  is  fo und .’”

LUKE 15:31-32 (NIV)



- F irs t ly, b e  tha nk ful a nd  
a f f irm e d  fo r  y o ur  c o rre c t  
re s p o ns e  a ll the s e  w hile .

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

c) The Collateral Damage – Older Son
ii) The Father’s Response to the Older Son



- S e c o nd ly, fo rg ive  a nd  re s to re  
a s  w e ll. 

- T hird ly, b e  the  p e a c e m a ke r.

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

c) The Collateral Damage – Older Son
ii) The Father’s Response to the Older Son



… we were taught that “blessed are the peacemakers 
for they will be called children of God”. 

MATTHEW 5:9 (NIV)



- W ha t if  a fte r  w e  have  d o ne  a ll 
w e  c a n, w he the r  y o u a re  a  
v ic t im , p e rp e tra to r  o r  
c o lla te ra l d a m a g e, a nd  
re la t io ns hip s  c a nno t b e  
re s to re d ?

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

c) The Collateral Damage – Older Son
ii) The Father’s Response to the Older Son



- W e  have  to  a c c e p t tha t  
d a m a g e s  to  re la t io ns hip s  c a n 
s o m e tim e s  b e  ir reve rs ib le  
eve n if  w e  tr ie d  o ur  b e s t  to  
re s to re  the m . 

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

c) The Collateral Damage – Older Son
ii) The Father’s Response to the Older Son



- N o ne the le s s , w e  m us t  b e  
o b e d ie nt  to  G o d  in the s e  
m a tte rs . 

2. Restoring
Difficult Relationships

c) The Collateral Damage – Older Son
ii) The Father’s Response to the Older Son



Conclusion
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