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Introduction

A) Current affairs



Introduction
B) Church attitude

One pastor from another church wrote to express his
view (which | do not fully agree).

“Secular government has done evil.”

“Pray for the government to repent and
change.”

“Or else our sovereign God will change
them out.”

““No government is indispensable.”



Introduction
B) Church attitude

 Our church: little on-going
conversation on this current-affairs.



Introduction

C) Cautionary advice

 First words that the Lord dropped
into my mind, “therefore take heed
lest you fall.”



1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12 (NKJV)

TMoreover, brethren, | do not want you to be
unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud,
all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into

Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the

same spiritual food,



1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12 (NKJV)

4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. EG{?G}EU
drank{ofithatfspirituallRockithatjfollowedithem;
EIK?JG]EBME&EE@]]IT& dButiwithimostfofithem)

Godiwas|notiwelllpleased® {J & { 1T T.T. [-TRV -
scattered in the wilderness. ® Now these things

becamelourle JI55, to the intent that we dierdl]
EiIii[l]I‘ﬁ&ﬁE?G&',ﬂ] {eB as they also lusted.
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1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12 (NKJV)

7 And CHER as were some of

them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat

and drink, and rose up to play.” 3RS

sexua

llimmoralityR T CRI R U E LK F

and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; °eR [0

usitem

pt{Chri

53 as some of them also tempted,

and were destroyed by serpents;



1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12 (NKJV)

e &I EDD, as some of them also complained,

o

and were destroyed by the destroyer. "W Ell

theselthingsihappeneditolthemlaslexamples

anditheyiwerelwri

EED@?GC[[?EI(-H]I- onjjupon

Eathereforelletjt

heedll

n]m

inkslhelstandsjtake;

estihelfall’



Introduction

d) Case authority
 John 8:2-11



Introduction!
e) Caught in adultery




JOHN 8:2-11 (NKJV)

o LIVE-ET inlthelmorning]Helcamelagainlintolthe
en '-IQ,&]]IQEIDG}EIQ@]]IQ(ED.’ 1; and He sat
down and taught them. 3 Then i SGs en)
Pharisees]broughtitolHimlajwomanlcaught{in
GI{E:IIE}U And when they had S erih e
MIEER 4 they said to Him, “Teacher, this (G ED

waslcaught]inladulteryjlinithelveryjfact!




JOHN 8:2-11 (NKJV)

) LIVA L L inlthellaw)lcommanded]jusithat{such
should]belstonediButiwhat{do)Y.oulsays
6 This they said, testing Him, that they might
have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus
stooped down and wrote on the ground
with His finger, as though He did not hear.




JOHN 8:2-11 (NKJV)

7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised

Himself up and said to them, “He 7o B WHIEI0R

dlh EmELE) Y&, let him throw a stone at her

first.” 2 And again He stooped down and
wrote on the ground.




9Then those who heard it, [*G

JOHN 8:2-11 (NKJV)

byjthei

dconsci

.\,1. Plesusiwas]lieftial

i ijm

enceliwent{outionelbyfone!

beginning with the oldest even to the last.

standingli

ltheln

mmmm




JOHN 8:2-11 (NKJV)

10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no
one, but the woman, He said to her, “Woman,

wherelarelthoselaccusersfofjyours?Haslnolone)
condemnedjyou 4L She said, “No one, Lord.”

.Ul Plesusisaiditolher

erldollfcondemnjyou;

@ID&IiIﬂL'
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Key Lessons

1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance needed)

2. Avoid a judgmental attitude
(brokenness needeq)

3. Aim for mercy and restoration
(compassion neededq)



1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance needed)

« “But what do you say?”

- sSinfoffadultery



JOHN 8:4-5 (NKJV)

4 they said to Him, “Teacher, this L ED WES
caught]infadulteryjinithelverviact 3, [\ [1{-T-5
inlthellaw)lcommanded]usithatjsuchlshould]be]
stonediButjwhat{do}Youlsay?




EXODUS 20:14 (NKJV)

“You shall not commit adultery.”



1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

psinloffadultery,
« Sermon on the Mount




MATTHEW 5:27-28 (NKJV)

27 «“You have heard that EESGEL

oldXeYoufshalllnot{commitfadultery:z

ditolthoselof;

adButiifsayjto

mmmmmam@ lustjfor;

her,

haslalreadyfcommittedladulteryiwi
Nearti

thlherlin]hi

S




1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

pZSinfoffadultery,
 He has dialled up the seriousness.

 Impossible for most believers to
avoid the sin of adultery of the

heart.




1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

sinsideemed

« We erroneously grade sins from
serious sins to acceptable sins with
many grades in between.




1.

>

Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

s[deemedfacceptable

We simply commit certain sins
without second thought.

For examples, sin of pride, sin of
unbelief, sin of servitude to
materialism, sin of unforgiven-ness,
sin of disobedience, etc.



1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

» 1sjdeemedlacceptable

 unconsciously accept sins of lust for
things, idols in our hearts, total
disrespect for God and testing and
taunting God, and harbouring a
complaining spirit




1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12 (NKJV)

TMoreover, brethren, | do not want you to be
unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud,
all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into

Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the

same spiritual food,



1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12 (NKJV)

4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. EG?G]I;U
drank{ofithat{spirituallRockithatjfollowedithem}
EIK?JG]EBME&EE@]]IT& dButiwithimostfofithem

Godiwas|notiwelllpleased® {J & { 1T T.T. [-TRV -
scattered in the wilderness. ® Now these things

becamelourle JI55, to the intent that we dierdl]
EiIii[l]I‘ﬁ&ﬁE?G&',ﬂ] {eB as they also lusted.
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1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12 (NKJV)

7 And CHER as were some of

them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat

and drink, and rose up to play.” 3RS

sexua

llimmoralityR T CRI R U E LK F

and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; ° nor let

T4tem

pt{Chri

53 as some of them also tempted,

and were destroyed by serpents;



1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12 (NKJV)

e &I EDD, as some of them also complained,

o

and were destroyed by the destroyer. ""Now all
these things happened to them as examples,
and they were written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the ages have come.

athereforelletihi

n]m

heedll

nkslhelstandsitake

estihelfall’



N

1 CORINTHIANS 10:9-10 (NLT)

orshouldiwelput{Chri

stitoltheltest TRl L X i

them did and then died from snakebites. 1° And
don’t grumble as some of them did, and then were
destroyed by the angel of death.



1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

hRsSexualfsinsfarelserious)

* Need to exercise caution and avoid
all sins.




1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-11 (NKJV)

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not
mherlt the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived.

erfornicatorsinorlidolatersinorfadulterers}
GE?WEGE?@(GM asinorithieves
norcovetousinordrunkardsinorrevilersinor,
extortionersiwilllinheritjithelkingdomlofiGod*




1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-11 (NKJV)

" And such were some of you. I Y0 WTER
washedbutjyoulwerelsanctified)ibutjyoulwere
@@&ammeﬁmmmmmym

ritfoffouriGod?




1 CORINTHIANS 6:18-20 (NKJV)

i Eleelsexuallimmorali mé-

sexuallimmoralityjsinsfags

instji

isfown]body?

jthatfalman
doeslis]c 5'_vG}E[EI§§I%[§I[G|]EEﬂID((-1m..

19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have
from God, and you are not your own? 2°For you

were bought at a price; therefore, IRy G

youribodyfandlinlyouyspir

N

L.

ichlarelGod:s®




. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin

(repentance needed)

ISexualfsinslarelserious

other sins of addiction that can
damage our body




1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

> siwelshouldjrepentifrom




JOHN 8:11 (NKJV)

She said, “No one, Lord.” /0BG

erldolifcond

emnjyou;lgolandisi

1[noJmore’x




. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

|Fimmmmm
sin no more

repent and act differently thereafter




MATTHEW 9:12-13 (NKJV)

12 When /3B heard that, He & o
&Tnhoselwholarelwelllhavelnolneedoffalphysician
butithoselwholarelsick el : 1N X- - X 1 AL R LG L

T EEY TR Ifd esirelmercyfand]notisacrifice!:
Eorlildid[not{comeltolcallithe]righteous}

butfsinners:;{tolrepentance’s




1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance neededq)

» 1sjwelshouldlrepentjfrom)

 Let us acknowledge the sin of
adultery and other sins as serious
and repent if have committed the
sin.




Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance needed)



23 &xmﬂi]a&ﬁﬁm{@

>

Judgmental attitude manlfest |tself
by meting punishment

unspoken propensity

to think that to show compassion_‘
and to forgive means taking sinj .4
lightly | B N3

affront to their righteousness = |
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WAV idlaljudgme needea)

> Take heed of our own vulnerablllty %
and sinfulness
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JOHN 8:7 (NKJV)

7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised
Himself up and said to them, “He 7o (BRI

sinfamongjyoullietjhimlthrow]alstonelatjherifirst’s




29A voidlaljudgme needea) /3

> Take heed of our own vulnerability and smfulness

7.
Only those without sin may
proceed to throw the stones

of condemnation.

We are so unaware of our sins that =
we have become judgmental in

our attitude towards smners anc
offenders. '

g



2 WA Voidfaljudgme needea)' /i3

arakeihecdofiouriownivuinerabliityiand smfulness 2

7"
need Jesus to convict us of our
hidden sins and our tendency to.

commit all kinds of other sins
proud and unyielding

disobedient to authority and
dishonouring of others



23WAvoidlaljudgmentallattitudel(brokenness, needea) 7 ‘”. 7

> Take heed of our own vulnerability and smfulnéss /

 unforgiving and resentful

- ungrateful and unbelieving, anda '
so forth &
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WAV idlaljudgme needea)

»> Consciousness of sin of the young g%
and the old

i ;‘ A ‘a y 27 L
£ (""i “
Volals o el »
R o S
'vl’ o .... el -




JOHN 8:9 (NKJV)

Then those 0N E o RiAbeinglconvicted

begmmng with the oldest even to the last.




2 WA voidlaljudgme needea)‘ ‘
> The older people walked away flrst | "

August/September 2023 Impact Magazine carrles’
interview with S Dhanabalan: .

It varies from time to time, dependm o , &
the situation. As | got older, the verse tha
shaped my thinking very much is 1 John 1

That has been my verse for many year
now. My consciousness of sin and God
holiness became clearer as | grew ol

e



1 JOHN 1:9 (NKJV)

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness



2:WAvoidlaljudgme needea)

- more easily conwcted by his ﬁ
conscience as he grows older.




2:WAvoidlaljudgme needea) 7

> Paul became more conscious of h|s ﬂ/’ Z
sin as he got older

* increasing sense of unworthmes;
and sinfulness

» “Jeast of the Apostles”




1 CORINTHIANS 15:9 (NKJV)

Fldifamlthelleast{ofithelapostiesR' - X1 ¥, 1.

worthy to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God




Ry
WAV oidla)judgme needeo) /

> Paul became more conscious of his sinas he j ﬁf
got older

o “least of the Saints”




EPHESIANS 3:8 (NKJV)

-1 YL TR lessithan]thelleast{offallithelsair

this grace was given, that | should preach among
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,




Ry
WAV oidla)judgme needeo) /

> Paul became more conscious of his sinas he j ﬁf
got older

« worst of all sinners




1 TIMOTHY 1:15 (NLT)

This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone shouid
1T R HEChristiJesusfcamelintolthelworldito)
savelsinnersz=tandlifamithelworst{ofithemlall




2 WAvoidfaljudgme needea) ? ”

> Paul became more conscious of his sinas he ’/
got older

 Paul has brokenness:

- person with a contrite and humibidl
spirit .

- filled with a sense of gmlt and _
remorse |

e o '
| < ; e
” C AslR 8



ISAIAH 57:15 (NLT)

I dthusfsaysithelHighland|lofty[One
Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
“J X7l in the high and holy place,

\Withlhimlwholhaslalcontritelandlhumblelspir
To revive the spirit of the humble,
And to revive the heart of the contrite ones.




PSALM 34:18 (NKJV)

L1 GJ'oRbplisjneanitolthoselwholhavelalbrokenlheart?
.\ B\t ¥suchlas]havelalcontritelspir




2WAV oidlaljudgmentallattitudel(brokenness, needea) i/ 5

> Paul became more conscious of his sin as he Z ! tr
got older 4

© May each passing day find us more” &
easily convicted by our conscien e ?

-

" .l.'
1".'_ 3 5 .
e



Avoid a judgmental attitude
(brokenness needeaq)

Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance needed)



YAimjfodmercyfandlrestoration



JOHN 8:10-11 (NKJV)

10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no
one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman,

\wWherelarelthoselaccuserslofiyours2@Has{nolone
condemnedjyou 4L She said, “No one, Lord.”

I.Y\1:Pesus]saidltolher?

erldollfcondemnjyou;

gID&IKﬂs'
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I3WAimlforimercyland|restorationl(Compassionlneedea)

 Give offender another chance.
 This is the essence of restoration.




3YAim|forimercyland[restorationl(compassionlneedea);
> Make room for compassion

 holiness and compassion of Jesus
 full of truth and grace




JOHN 1:14-18 (NKJV)

¥ -V . ithelWord|becamelfleshland[dweltfamong
(S, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the

only begotten of the Father, ([l G/ creca enel
dD. > John bore witness of Him and cried out,
saying, “This was He of whom | said, ‘He who
comes after me is preferred before me, for He was
before me.””




JOHN 1:14-18 (NKJV)

16 And of [}

e

T

nessjwelhavelallfreceivedYand

gracelfordgrace¥id J- 131 -Ylawiwas]givenlthrough'
Mosesjbutigracelanditruthlcamelthroughlfjesus;
R 8 No one has seen God at any time. The
only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the

Father, He has declared Him.




3WAimifordmercyland|restorationl(Compassionlneedea);

> Make room for compassion

 His mercy and compassion triumphed
over the law!

 They did not nullify the law.




MATTHEW 9:12-13 (NKJV)

2When {38 heard that, He &&

idjtolthem?

“Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. > But ¢ ent [leam
whatjthisimeans:Elldesire]lmercyfandlnotisacrifice;
For | did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance.”




3 WAimlforimercyfand]restorationl(compassionlneedea))

> Make room for compassion

« We should grow in our compassion
and mercy as we grow older and we
become more conscious of our own

sinfulness.




3 WAimlforimercyfand]restorationl(compassionlneedea))
> Two cases in our church history

« Two cases involving inappropriate
relationships:

- First one was dealt with when | was
a very young leader in my twenties.

- The other when | was in my 60s.

,,,,,




1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-2 (NKJV)

T1t is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you, and such sexual
immorality as is not even named among the
Gentiles — that a man has his father’s wife! 2 And
you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned,

) :-11helwholhas{doneltt

isl[deed[m

ightlbeltaken

awayjfromlamongjyou?



GALATIANS 6:1 (NKJV)

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass,

mma@a, rituallrestorelsuchlalonelinfalspir

loflgentlenessNconsid -ld._l.L!j OUrs ?[gﬂmd@
beltempted!




GALATIANS 6:1-2 (CEV)

T My friends, you are spiritual. So, if someone is
trapped in sin, you should gently lead that person

CETUE LR N LU F M Butiwatchlout§and[don/t]be!

temptedjyourselfRRRCITR 1A TN EIVR X od 1513,
when you offer each other a helping hand.




Aim for mercy and restoration
(compassion needeaq)



Conclusion
1. Acknowledge the seriousness of sin
(repentance needed)

2. Avoid a judgmental attitude
(brokenness needeq)

3. Aim for mercy and restoration
(compassion neededq)




oI ion

 Lessons should guide our attitude and
response to the offenders and to
ourselves.

« PM’s delay:
showed the compassionate side of
the PM.




oI ion

 PM with a heart:
translates into caring public policies

 Our attitude and response to

the government:
duty to pray for our government.




1 TIMOTHY 2:1-4 (NKJV)

Therefore, | exhort first of all, that [

ONS

prayersintercessi

Prp—

cations

andlgivi

nglofithanksjbe
madelforE] N a4 (1 Jandlallilwholare

T eiicriyy, that we may lead a quiet and

peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our

Saviour, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth.



oI ion

* Instead of pelting stones at them
why not we pray for them.




