There is a cloud...

(1 Kings 18:44)
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How's your vision these days?




How'’s your SPIRITUAL vision
these days?




Bible exhorts us to see rightly

requires Iooking beyond our current
circumstances; and into the future



“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.

19 See, | am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; doyounot

perceive it? i

|l am making a way in the

wilderness and streams in the

wasteland. (Isaiah 43:18-19)




Written to Judah during the Babylonian exile
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34 Jesus said to them, “My food is
to do the will of Him who sent
Me, and to finish His work. 35 Do
you not say, ‘There are still four
months and then comes the

harvest’? Behold, | say to you, Ilft
up your eyes and Iook at the
fields, for they are already white
for harvest! (John 4:34-35)
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4 By faith Abel brought God a
better offering than Cain did...
5 By faith Enoch was taken from .

this life... 7 By faith Noah...in holy
fear built an ark ... 8 By faith
Abraham, when called to
go...obeyed and went... ' And by
faith even Sarah...was enabled
to bear children...




13 All these people were still
living by faith when they died.
They did not receive the things
- promised; they only saw them
and welcomed them from a
distance, admitting that they
were foreigners and strangers

on earth. (Hebrews 11:4-13)




Who is King Ahab?

 7th king of northern
kingdom of Israel

- Married Jezebel,
daughter of Ethbaal
of Sidon
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30 Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes
of the Lord than any of those before him. 3! He
not only considered it trivial to commit the
sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also
married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of
the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and
worship him. 32 He set up an altar for Baal in
the temple of Baal that he built in Samaria. 33
Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did
more to arouse the anger of the Lord, the God
of Israel, than did all the kings of Israel before
him. (1 Kings 16:30-33)



1 Kings 17:1: And Elijah the Tishbite, of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the
Lord God of Israel lives, before whom | stand,
there shall not be dew nor rain these years,
except at my word.”

1 Kings 18: ' And it came to pass after many
days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah,
in the third year, saying, “Go, present yourself
to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.”

2 So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab...



41 Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and
drink; for there is the sound of abundance of
rain.” 42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. And
Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; then he
bowed down on the ground, and put his face
between his knees, 43 and said to his servant,
“Go up now, look toward the sea.” So he went
up and Iooked and sald “There IS nothmg




And seven times he said, “Go again.”
44 Then it came to pass the seventh time,
that he said,




And seven times he sald “Go again.”

s Then it came to pass the seventh tlme, that
he sald “There is a cloud, as smaII as a man’s
hand rising out of the sea!”




And seven times he sald “Go again.’

44 Then it came to pass the seventh time, that
he s sald “There is a cloud, as smaII as a man’s
hand rlsmg out of the sea!” So he said, “Go up,
say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot, and go
down before the rain stops you.’”

45 Now it happened in the meantime that the
sky became black W|th clouds and wind, and
there was a heaVy rain. So Ahab rode away and
went to Jezreel. (1 Kings 18:41-45)




3 years of drought

Famine in the land
(fed by raven & widow)

Jezebel slaughters the prophets
(2 Kings 18:4)

Confrontation with prophets of
Baal on Mt Carmel
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Elijah is spiritually, emotionally,
physically exhausted.

Vision from the Lord can come in
the dry seasons of life.




Will you persist and keep on
acting in faith?




Elijah gave the instruction, the
servant had to go.

What role is God asking you to




The Bible ends
with John
describing his

visions.
What does
John see?

1 Or what does he not see?




2 After these things | looked, and behold, a
great multitude which no one could number,
of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues,
standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, '° and crying out with
a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our |
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” | |




1 All the angels stood around the throne
and the elders and the four living creatures,
and fell on their faces before the throne and

worshiped God, 2 saying:

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom,
Thanksgiving and honor and power and
might, Be to our God forever and ever.
Amen."” (Rev 7:9-12)




A society with
“perfect equality”
“Harrison

Bergeron” The intelligent wear
earpieces playing loud
oises to stop them from
thinking.

A short story
by Kurt
Vonnegut

he beautiful wear masks
to hide their beauty.

The strong are loaded
with weights so they
cannot move with ease.



The world will steal
your God-given
vision...

Dull your senses...

Blunt your cutting
edge...

Wear you out




“Write the vision

And make it plain on tablets,
That he may run who reads it.
3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time;
But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie!
Though it tarries, wait for it; '
Because it will surely come,

It will not tarry.

4 “Behold the proud,

His soul is not upright in him;
But the just shall live by his faith.
Habakkuk 2:2-4)




“Thereis aclo
a man’s hand...”

(1 Kings 18:44)



